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The Messenger 
Summer heat doesn’t slow us down here at FUMC-Pinellas Park.  

Monthly showers for people, monthly hot meals for people, weekly 
food pantry with massive giveaways, weekly Thrift Store work with lots 
of clothes being sold and given away and the choir and praise team 
practices keep the church family busy, involved and we hope making 
an impact on our community.  We are active here and even though 
people are on vacation, taking trips, enjoying the pools and beaches, 
ministry goes on. 

I want to thank all of the people who volunteer their time and efforts to make 
these ministries happen each week and month.   

We have been involved in a Sermon series concerning the Grace Promoters in the 
life of David.  The goal is to learn about David’s life and look at the impact people 
have had in our life and the impact we are having in the lives of others.  Hopefully, 
this series has caused you to look at your life and be thankful for those who have 
helped mold and sculpt you, to be the person God wants you to be.  At the same 
time, maybe you have seen those you have helped to mold and sculpt for God.  

In August we will look at David’s relationship with Jonathan, Abigail, Nathan, Absalom, 
and Joab.  I hope you enjoy these and share our Facebook live video with others. 

A group put together a wonderful mini-VBS to help the preschool with back-to-school 
items and some fun.  We appreciate the people who took time to help our young ones 
and their parents with school supplies. 

Remember, Grace is a spiritual gift that involves love and mercy given to others 
even when we feel that they do not deserve it. 

John 1:14: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

Ephesians 4:7: “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.” 

Blessings abound. 

Pastor Chuck 
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DITTY BAGS 

Ditty Bag needs:  

Men’s Body Wash/Shampoo 

Men and Women’s Deodorant 

Dollar Tree prices are great. 

Thank you for your help, 

June Anderson, Ruth Circle 

TRUSTEES REPORT 

Updates 

1. Jim Smith did an awesome job of 
refinishing the kitchen floor last month. 

2. The missing ceiling tiles in the second 
floor stairwell are planned for 
replacement on July 28th. 

3. 2. The new disposal for our 
Fellowship Hall kitchen finally came in 
and has been installed by our 
plumber, Larry Harris. 

4. A new downspout will be installed on 
the north side of the Sanctuary on 
August 2nd.  It will replace the one that 
has been missing for quite some time. 

5. After the excessive rain a few weeks 
ago, we found a leak in the roof 
above the Thrift Store.  It was 
repaired quickly by Dynamic Roofing 
and Jim Smith will be replacing the 
few tiles that came down. 

6. Handy Andy fixed the outside kitchen 
door.  Please inform trustees if it starts 
to malfunction again. 

7. Fellowship Hall is open for coffee and 
fellowship every Sunday morning 
before worship and after our Sunday 
service.  Not everyone knows this, so 
please pass the word. 

-  Barb Brown 
and the Trustee Faith Team 

Dear First UMC, 

Your prayers, cards, and words of 
encouragement were a blessing to me 
after the death of my sister.  Thank you all. 

- Gwen Powell 

¿Problemas para pagar la renta debido a la pandemia? Hay 
ayuda económica disponible 

Puede calificar si: 

• Perdió su trabajo o un ingreso significativo debido a la 
pandemia de COVID-19 • Está atrasado en el pago del alquiler 
o corre el riesgo de no pagarlo • Tiene un ingreso familiar 
igual o menor al 80% del ingreso medio del área (AMI). Para 
verificar la elegibilidad del AMI de su familia, vaya a: 
www.bit.ly/rental-ami *80% del ingreso medio del área es de 
$41,350 al año para un hogar de una sola persona y de 
$59,050 al año para un hogar de cuatro personas. 

Para obtener detalles y resultados más rápidos, visite: 
www.pinellas.gov/era.  Si no tiene acceso a Internet, llame al 
(855) 379-3515 para asistencia.  

Struggling to pay rent due to 

the pandemic? 

Financial help is available. 

You may qualify if: 

• You’ve lost your job or significant income due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 

• You’re behind on rent payments or at risk of 
missing a rent payment 

• You have a household income at or below 80% of 
the area median income (AMI). 

* To check your household’s AMI eligibility, 

visit: www.bit.ly/rental-ami 

* 80% of the area median income (AMI) is $41,350 

per year for a single-person household and 

$59,050 per year for a four-person household. 

For details and fastest results, visit: 
www.pinellas.gov/era. 

If you don’t have internet access, 
call (855) 379-3515 to be connected to assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bit.ly/rental-ami


 

MEETINGS 

Congregational Meeting:  

Monday, August 2nd, 6:30 pm, Sanctuary: Rev. Jay Therrell 
presentation: Wesleyan Covenant Association 

 
 

  

AUGUST ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

Prayer Walking: Saturday,  Aug. 1s t , 9:30 am, Breezeway 

2nd Saturday Marketplace :  Closed for the summer 

Third Sunday Potluck:  Aug. 15 th  after worship, FH 

Showered and Empowered:  Wednesday, Aug. 18 th, 9 am 

4 th Wednesday Dinner: Aug.25 th, 5:30 pm 

Happy Birthday To: 
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08/01 

 

Andrea Halko 

Kessara Toafili 

08/02 Sara Quever 

08/03 Mike Robbins 

08/08 Angela Ahlquist 

08/10 
Karlene 
Brzozowski 

08/13 Philip Rodriguez 

08/14 Jim Dutcher 

08/15 Tim Wulkan 

08/17 

 

Sharon Wolf 

Billy Garrett III 

08/18 
Kathleen 
Bouchard 

08/19 James Smith 

08/21 

 

Bob Renner 

Drew Rolle 

08/23 

 

 

 

Ryllis Chandler 

Kelly Miner 

Parker Wood 

Fred Boyer 

08/28 Joyce Jersey 

08/29 Rick Risteyn 
 

United Methodist Church Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace Through Separation 

Sources for Further Information 

• Go to www.umc.org, www.resourceumc.org or 
www.umnews.org for latest updates. 

• Read legislation, original protocol, and FAQ at: 
www.gracethroughseparation.com 

• Basic details about what the delay in GC means is 
found at: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/what-delay-
means-for-general-conference 

Send additional questions to: ashanks@flumc.org. 

TRANSFERRED MEMBERSHIPS 

Welcome to the following who joined our membership in July! 

Sunday, July 18th (transferring from St. Mark’s UMC, which has closed): 

Alfred (“Ram”)    and Kathleen Bouchard 

7100 Ulmerton Rd., Lot #104, Largo, FL 33771 

  727-278-1243      813-970-1575 

Sunday, July 25th (transferring from UMC Holiday): 

Bernadette Wire 

5236 Springwood Blvd. N., Pinellas Park, FL 33782 

  H: 727-954-7247 C: 727-212-1745 

 

The Food Pantry 
gets requests for 
women’s hygiene 

products. 

If you would like to 
donate some of 

these items, please 
bring them to the 

church office or the 
Food Pantry. 

 Any questions, 
call the office at 
727-546-5741. 

mailto:ashanks@flumc.org
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August 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

1 
  

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
 

9:30am Sunday School 
- Adult  

9:45am Sunday School 
- Children/Youth 
(UPS)  

11:00am Worship In 
Person & Facebook 
Live  

  

6:30pm Rev. Jay 
Therrell Presentation 
on RGTS (Sanc)  

7:00pm Pastor's Bible 
Study-Job (via zoom)  

  

10:00am Ladies Bible 
Study - By Uber Conf.  

  

9:00am Mulligan Food 
Pantry  

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
(PAR)  

6:30pm Bible Gems 
(E4)  

7:30pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal  

  

10:00am Crystal Lk 
MHP - Pickup Pantry  

11:10am 49th St. Apts. 
- Pickup Pantry  

6:30pm Bible Study - By 
Uber Conf.  

  

 
  

Prayer Walking 
(Breezeway)  

8:00am Chrysalis Team 
Meeting (First 
Presby., Bartow, FL)  

9:00am Thrift Store  

                    

                    
 

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
  

12 
  

13 
  

14 
 

9:30am Sunday School 
- Adult  

9:45am Sunday School 
- Children/Youth 
(UPS)  

11:00am Worship In 
Person & Facebook 
Live  

  

7:00pm Pastor's Bible 
Study-Job (via zoom)  

  

10:00am Ladies Bible 
Study - By Uber Conf.  

  

9:00am Mulligan Food 
Pantry  

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
(PAR)  

6:30pm Bible Gems 
(E4)  

7:30pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal  

  

10:00am Crystal Lk 
MHP - Pickup Pantry  

11:10am 49th St. Apts. 
- Pickup Pantry  

6:30pm Bible Study - By 
Uber Conf.  

  

 
  

9:00am Thrift Store  

                    

                    
 

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
 

9:30am Sunday School 
- Adult  

9:45am Sunday School 
- Children/Youth 
(UPS)  

11:00am Worship In 
Person & Facebook 
Live  

Pot-Luck Luncheon – 
after Worship 

  

7:00pm Pastor's Bible 
Study-Job (via zoom)  

  

9:30am 
Nominations/Lay 
Ldrshp (E4)  

10:00am Ladies Bible 
Study - By Uber Conf.  

7:00pm FInance 
Committee (E4)  

  

9:00am Showered & 
Empowered (Front 
Yard)  

9:00am Mulligan Food 
Pantry  

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
(PAR)  

6:30pm Bible Gems 
(E4)  

7:30pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal  

  

10:00am Crystal Lk 
MHP - Pickup Pantry  

11:10am 49th St. Apts. 
- Pickup Pantry  

6:30pm Bible Study - By 
Uber Conf.  

  

 
  

9:00am Thrift Store  

                    

                    
 

22 
  

23 
  

24 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
 

9:30am Sunday School 
- Adult  

9:45am Sunday School 
- Children/Youth 
(UPS)  

11:00am Worship In 
Person & Facebook 
Live  

  

7:00pm Pastor's Bible 
Study-Job (via zoom)  

  

10:00am Ladies Bible 
Study - By Uber Conf.  

6:00pm KCC Board 
Meeting  

7:00pm Ministry Council 
(FH)  

  

9:00am Mulligan Food 
Pantry  

5:30pm Wednesday 
Meal (FH/Kit)  

6:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
(PAR)  

6:30pm Bible Gems 
(E4)  

7:30pm Praise Team 
Rehearsal  

  

10:00am Crystal Lk 
MHP - Pickup Pantry  

11:10am 49th St. Apts. 
- Pickup Pantry  

6:30pm Bible Study - By 
Uber Conf.  

  

6:00pm Chrysalis 
Preview Weekend 
(AH/UPS)  

  

8:00am Chrysalis 
Preview Weekend 
(AH/UPS)  

9:00am Thrift Store  
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YOUTH NEWS:   
Back to School Bash: Friday, July 30th, 5:30 to 8:30 pm 

Bring your children to pick up School Supplies and snacks.  Enjoy some pizza if you’d like. 

We want to thank everyone who donated cash, supplies, and or snacks for Back to School! 

 

The youth had a quiet month in July.  With vacations and summer jobs, our kids have been 
busy.  Our youth helped prepare for the Back to School Bash.  We do have a few activities planned 
for August (with some flexibility).  

In August we will be hosting the Girl’s Chrysalis Team for training.  There will be a Chrysalis Girl’s 
Weekend September 17th to 20th.  This weekend is for girls 15 years and older and in 10th grade or 
above to about 20 years old.  It is a wonderful weekend of no outside distractions where they can 
spend time with other Christian girls and ladies.  Some call it a short course in Christianity.  Please 
talk to Tim Wulkan or Dudley or Loretta Wilcox for more information. 

 

MULLLIGAN 
FOOD PANTRY 

In June, we provided food for 
350 families: 692 Adults, 233 
Children; 925 individuals total.  
We also provided for 39 dogs 
and 46 cats.  Thanks to all the 

volunteers who helped! 

The food pantry needs more 
volunteers.  Just stop by 
Wednesday around 8:45, and 
we'll put you to work.  We also 
need manual can openers. 
They don't have to be new.  

- Sally Robbins, 727-348-4191 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Hoping you are having a great summer! August will be here and 
gone before we know it! September will bring more activities and 
we will resume our United Methodist Women's circles. I hope you 
will come back so we can again fellowship together. 

Update on cookbook sales: 118 books have been sold and the best 
part is they have been paid in full. Please consider telling your 
friends and family about our books. They will make great gifts for 
weddings, bridal showers, birthdays and Christmas! Having extra 
funds will enable us to do more ministry for our church and 
community. We have another 100 books available to sell. Thanks to 
everyone for supporting our cookbook and sales. See you soon! 

- Sue Blake, United Methodist Women President 

THRIFT STORE 

Open every Saturday 9-12.  We need 
volunteers to work when the store is open. 

We also need donations of shoes, household goods, 
clothes and any other items except furniture. 

(Sorry, we don’t have space for furniture.) 

Sally Robbins, 727-348-4191 

 

The ladies of UMW and the Vacation Bible 
School group wish to thank the angel who, 
from his heart, made 30 of the pins shown 

here for the VBS children this year. 
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In August, the Chancel Choir’s anthems will focus on 
gospel and camp meeting songs.  Here is a bit of 
history about each of the weekly anthems. 

"Brethren, We Have Met To Worship" (1819), is 
one of the oldest published American folk hymns; it’s 
published in 236 hymnals.  The lyrics were written by 
George Askins and published in 1819. Askins was 
born in Ireland; he made his way to the United States 
by 1801 as an adult Methodist where he was given a 
charge as a trial itinerate preacher in the Montgomery 
circuit of the Baltimore Conference. Credit for the first 
printing of “Brethren, We Have Met to Worship” goes 
to John J. Harrod, who included it in his Social and 
Camp-Meeting Hymns for the Pious, a year after 
Askins’s death. 

The traditional tune, Holy Manna, is a pentatonic 
melody in Ionian mode originally published by William 
Moore in Columbian Harmony, a four-note shape-note 
tunebook, in 1829.[1] Like most shape-note songs from 
that century, it is usually written in three parts.  It is 
commonly sung as the opening song at shape-
note singing events. 

“In the Sweet By and By” is a collaboration between 
two friends: Sanford Fillmore Bennett (1836-1898) 
and Joseph P Webster. Bennett provided the words 
while his friend Webster provided the music.  The song 
was the result of an incident in their lives as friends. The 
account is described in Bennett’s autobiography. 
Joseph Webster was a sensitive soul like most very 
talented musicians, unfortunately he suffered from bouts 
of depression now and then. This caused him to focus 
on the darker side of life and was, therefore, a troubled 
soul during those bouts of depression.  Bennett found 
that giving Webster a song to work on lifted his spirits.   

One day Webster came to Bennett’s place of business, 
walked down to the stove, and turned his back on him 
without speaking a word.  Bennett turned to him and 
asked, “Webster, what is the matter now?”  Webster 
replied, “It is no matter, it will be all right by and by.”  
“’The Sweet By and By’; why would not that make a 
good hymn?” To which Webster responded, “Maybe it 
would”.  Bennett immediately started penning the words 
of the song as fast as he could.  He handed the 
complete hymn to Webster who immediately lighted up 
and started writing the notes while playing his violin. 
Within 30 minutes they had produced this sweet hymn 
and they immediately started singing it. 

The hymn, very popular in the nineteenth century, 
became a Gospel standard and has been included in 
hymnals ever since. In the New Orleans jazz tradition 
'Sweet By-and-By' is a standard hymn played in so-
called "jazz funerals".  

ADULT MUSIC MINISTRY 

 “Down in the River to Pray" 1867 (also known as 
"Down to the River to Pray," "Down in the Valley to 
Pray," "The Good Old Way," and "Come, Let Us All Go 
Down") is a traditional American song variously 
described as a Christian folk hymn, an African-American 
spiritual, an Appalachian song, and a gospel song. It 
gained popularity in 2000 after Alison Krauss performed 
it for the soundtrack of the Coen Brothers film, O 
Brother, Where Art Thou? 

The exact origin of the song is unknown. Research 
suggests that it was composed by an African-American 
slave.  The earliest known version of the song, titled 
"The Good Old Way," was published in Slave Songs of 
the United States in 1867. The song is credited to G. H. 
Allan of Nashville, Tennessee, who was likely the 
transcriber rather than the author. 

In some versions, "in the river" is replaced by "to the 
river". The phrase "in the river" is significant, for two 
reasons. Frist, the song has often been sung at 
outdoor baptisms (such as the full-immersion baptism 
depicted in O Brother, Where Art Thou?). Secondly, 
many slave songs contained coded messages for 
escaping. When the slaves escaped, they would walk in 
the river because the water would cover their scent from 
the bounty-hunters' dogs. Similarly, the "starry crown" 
could refer to navigating their escape by the 
stars.  "Good Lord, show me the way" could be a prayer 
for God's guidance to find the escape route, commonly 
known as "the Underground Railroad."  

“Soon And Very Soon” 1978 was written by Andre’ 
Crouch who was a minister in the Church of God in 
Christ denomination.  It is based on Revelation 21:3-4: 
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he 
will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 
has passed away.’” (KJV). The influence of “Soon and 
Very Soon” is evident in the 28 hymnals in which it 
appears since its 1978 composition. The song was sung 
by a gospel choir for the public memorial service as 
Michael Jackson's casket entered the Staples Center in 
Los Angeles (July 7, 2009).  In an interview with 
GospelCity.com (2002), Crouch notes, “I thought that if I 
took up the mantle of pastor I wouldn’t be able to make 
music my first priority…. But God just pointed out to me 
that He had given me everything I had and that He 
wasn’t about to take anything away. I slowly came to 

understand that He was adding to my life and ministry, 
and the music was as much a part of both as it had 
ever been.”  

- In His Service, Betsy Larson 
Adult Music Director 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brethren,_We_Have_Met_Together#cite_note-Music2005-1
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The three most common causes of mental confusion in the elderly are 
uncontrolled diabetes, urinary tract infection, and dehydration.  People over 60 
generally stop feeling thirsty and consequently stop drinking fluids.  When no one 
is around to remind them to drink fluids, they quickly dehydrate.  Dehydration is 
severe and affects the entire body.  It may cause abrupt mental confusion, a drop 
in blood pressure, increased heart palpitations, angina (chest pain), coma, and 
even death. 

*This habit of forgetting to drink fluids begins at age 60, when we have just over 
50% of the water we should have in our bodies.  People over 60 have a lower 
water reserve. This is part of the natural aging process.* 

But there are more complications.  Although they are dehydrated, they don't 
feel like drinking water, because their internal balance mechanisms don't work 
very well. 

*Conclusion:* 
People over 60 years old dehydrate easily, not only because they have a 
smaller water supply, but also because they do not feel the lack of water in 
the body. 

While people may look healthy, the performance of reactions and chemical 
functions can damage their entire body. 

So here are two alerts: 

 Get into the habit of drinking liquids.  Liquids include water, juices, teas, 
coconut water, milk, soups, and water-rich fruits, such as watermelon, 
melon, peaches, and pineapple; orange and tangerines also work.  (Did you 
notice beer and alcohol is not included in this list!)  The important thing is 
that, every two hours, you must drink some liquid.  Remember this! 

 Alert for family members: constantly offer fluids to people over 60. 
At the same time, observe them.  If you realize that they are rejecting 
liquids and, from one day to the next, they are irritable, breathless, or 
display a lack of attention, these are almost certainly recurrent 
symptoms of dehydration. 

Inspired to drink more water now?   Share this information with others!  DO IT 
NOW!  Your friends and family need to know for themselves and help you to be 
healthier and happier. 

It's good to share!  *For people over 60* 

Medical Advice from Arnaldo Liechtenstein, physician:  For People over 60 

Note: The information above is paraphrased from an email a friend sent to Pastor Chuck.  You may have read 

some of it previously.  We felt it is important to stress, however, especially at this time of the year. 

 



 
 
 

First United Methodist Church of Pinellas Park 
9025 49th Street N., Pinellas Park, FL  33782 

Phone: (727) 546-5741 

fmethod1@tampabay.r r .com  

http://www.fumcpp.org 

http://www.facebook.com/fumc.pinellaspark 

https://twitter.com/#!/FUMC_PPark 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM 

 

August 2021 

Pastor Chuck Smith 

546-5741, x124 
727-266-9994 

pastorchucksmith14@gmail.com 

Church Office   546-5741 

Admin. Ass’t: Thomasina Stewart, x122 

fmethod1@tampabay.rr.com 

Financial Secretary: 

Ryllis Chandler, x126 
fumcfinance26@gmail.com 

The Messenger: Joyce Bernotas, x127 
messenger9025@gmail.com 

Member Care 

Janice Todd   515-7154 
janicetod@msn.com 

Trustees 

Barb Brown   808-291-7914 
navymedicsmom44@aol.com 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations 

Susan Hermann   641-7705 
s.hermann3394@gmail.com 

Finance 

Jack Turner   727-401-1589 
Marjac66@tampabay.rr.com 

 

Ministry Council Chair 

James Miller   522-9616 
jimmiller@tampabay.rr.com 

Lay Leader 

Betsy Larson   415-1274 
Betsy.larson11@gmail.com 

Prayer Ministries 

Prayer Chain: Bev Mixson   573-3743 
Prayer Chapel Warriors Coordinator: 

Pat Thomas   536-4623 

Visitation 

TBD 

Adult Music Director/Organist 

Betsy Larson   415-1274 
Betsy.larson11@gmail.com 

Children and Youth Music Director 

Jordana Clark   546-5741 x127 
wdngsngr03@yahoo.com 

Youth Ministry 

Loretta Wilcox   637-3534 
lorettacwilcox@gmail.com 

Kids Christian Care 

Office   541-6502 
Pre-School Director: Barbie Grigsby 

kccpreschool@hotmail.com 
Board Chair: Mark Linneman 

541-6048 
mlinneman@tampabay.rr.com 

Wedding Coordinator 
TBD 

 Facebook 

Jordana Clark   546-5741 x127 
wdngsngr03@yahoo.com 

Thomasina Stewart (Website) 546-5741, x122 

Library 

Sue Blake   204-7448 
suebee194967@yahoo.com 

United Methodist Women 

Sue Blake   204-7448 

Missionary Support 

Margaret Waggoner   541-4799 
mewaggoner36@gmail.com 

Nancy Kragh   397-8119 
nakragh@earthlink.net 

Food Pantry and Thrift Store 

Sally Robbins   727-348-4191 
ser4501@aol.com 

Fellowship Meals 

Nancy Kragh  727-251-5859 

Invitational Evangelism 

Rhonda L. Smith   530-3194 
rhondasmith1949@hotmail.com 

Nancy Kragh   397-8119 
dkragh1@earthlink.net 

Nominations 

Chair: Pastor Chuck   546-5741, x124 

Memorial Gardens Ministry 

Lois Vision   727-544-0980 
oshawa@verizon.net 

 


